**Dear Colleagues,**

In the past 11 years, *Neural Regeneration Research* (*NRR*) has evolved to become a frequently cited journal in the field, receiving an impact factor that reflects the dedication and expertise of our editors and reviewers. In 2017, the journal received an Impact Factor of 2.234, placing it in quartile 3 of neuroscience journals. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all contributors who have made this success possible: our Editorial Board team, who always have supported and helped the journal's maturation; our reviewers, who have provided thoughtful critiques in a timely manner; our readers, who have deemed *NRR* papers to be of high enough quality to be cited; and last, but most certainly not the least, our authors, who have chosen to submit their excellent articles to *NRR*. We would like to report to all of you on our achievements in 2018 and our expectations for the coming year of 2019.

The year 2018 has been a success for the journal, as evidenced by impressive journal metrics for 2018, including 414,315 articles downloaded on our journal website (**[Figure 1](#F1){ref-type="fig"}**). We believe that, with your support, *NRR* will become a globally recognized journal in the field and its impact will continue to rise within the next few years. **[Table 1](#T1){ref-type="table"}** displays the number of *NRR* website visitors on a monthly basis. From January 2018 to September 2018, 108,156 users visited our website and 85.3% of them were new to the site. Among visitors from different countries, those from the United States ranked the first (30.39%), followed by China (11.34%), and India (4.55%).

![Comparison of the number of papers downloaded from the *NRR* website in 2018.](NRR-14-5-g001){#F1}

###### 

Rank of top 10 countries that visited the *NRR* website in 2018

![](NRR-14-5-g002)

Starting in 2019, we will make a few important changes to promote further growth and quality of the journal.

**Providing high quality graphical abstracts for publication**. The graphical abstract is a visual summary of the main findings of an article that will help people to understand the key points of the article at a glance. *NRR* requests that all accepted research articles include a graphical abstract.

**Encouraging data sharing**. Sharing data is not only a way to improve the reproducibility and robustness of science that is taking place today, but can also drive new science for tomorrow. *NRR* has already provided guidelines on data sharing, which will be continued in the New Year.

**Providing post-publication service**. Our goal is to educate authors to promote their works after publication. For this reason, we have collaborated with a new partner, TrendMD ([www.trendmd.com](www.trendmd.com)) to offer a unique opportunity for those who wish to publish their work in the journal. Impressively, we have seen an obvious and strong change in the journal's search sources. **[Figure 2](#F2){ref-type="fig"}** shows visits of journal articles by external referrers from January to September 2018. Compared with the Google searches (1^st^ rank, 39.3%), direct visits (24.8%), and PubMed searches (16.6%), TrendMD appeared as a new search source and obtained a good ranking.
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**Promoting your work**. After publication, *NRR* can provide more visibility of your articles on social networks, such as Mendeley, Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. We also recommend that authors link your paper from as many websites as possible using the following citation and social book marking tools and other similar tools:

ORCID, <https://orcid.org/>ResearchGate, <https://www.researchgate.net/>Kudos, <https://www.growkudos.com/>Mendeley, <https://www.mendeley.com/>Figshare, <https://figshare.com/>DataCite, <https://www.datacite.org/>Google+, <https://plus.google.com/discover>Facebook, <https://www.facebook.com/>Twitter, <https://twitter.com/>LinkedIn, <https://www.linkedin.com/>Wikipedia <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acanthamoeba_keratitis#References>.

**Monitoring your impact**. *NRR* will send our authors an article performance report every 6 months. The best approach to monitor your impact is to have multiple assessments of your article performance. The *NRR* report will include the following metrics: citation counts, outstanding articles, and your h-index. Having these pieces of information will help you to submit your articles to the most appropriate place, and position yourself by proactively supplying information about your own performance.

We hope that you will continue to enjoy and benefit from reading new issues of *NRR*. We are confident that, with your continued support, *NRR* will become a premier journal in the neural regeneration field.

Sincerely yours,
